[The effect of tripterygium wilfordii polyglycosidium on the compound action potential of skeletal muscle in experimental animals with myasthenia gravis].
To observe and analyze the direct effect of tripterygium wilfordii polyglycosidium (TWP) on the activity of skeletal muscle in experimental animals with myasthenia gravis (EAMG). C57BL/6 mice were used. After sieving EAMG animals, we observed and compared the variation of the attenuation percentage of compound action potential of gastrocnemius muscle and pronator teres muscle of EAMG before and after the muscle specimens being immersed in the breeding ground of TWP solution. Such variation of attenuation percentage was taken as an indicator of the direct effect of TWP on skeletal muscle. 1. Evident influence of TWP on the attenuation percentage of compound action potential of gastrocnemius muscle was observed (P < 0.05), and apparent decrease of the attenuation percentage could be seen one and a half hours after the muscle was immersed [(14 +/- 36)% before treatment, (-40 +/- 24)% after treatment]; 2. The influence of TWP on the attenuation percentage of compound action potential of pronator teres muscle was noted (P < 0.05), and an apparent decline of the attenuation percentage could be observed one and a half hours after the muscle was immersed[(17 +/- 25)% before treatment, (-17 +/- 10)% after treatment]; 3. There was no distinctive difference between the gastrocnemius muscle and pronator teres muscle in respect of their attenuation percentages of compound action potential. TWP has direct remedial effect on the activity of skeletal muscle of EAMG.